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Reading Task 1         (10 marks) 

Read the following advert and answer all the questions in the Answers Booklet. 

 Free Sessions   
  at GREENDALE PUBLIC LIBRARY 

 

7th FEBRUARY FOR CHILDREN 
 

09:00-09:45 
Storytelling and Book Signing           
with children’s author Bob Cratchit 

 10:00-10:45 Science Fiction: Voyage to the Edge of Imagination 
with award-winning scientist Doc Brown 

 11:00-11:45 Bookshelves Scavenger Hunt 
organised by head librarian Mrs Phelps 

   
14th FEBRUARY  FOR ADULTS                    

 
15:00-16:00 

Happily Ever After  
A discussion about the novels of Jane Austen                                
led by Professor Mary Bennet 

 
16:30-17:30 

Blind Date with a Book  
Fall in love with a gift-wrapped book  
together with illustrator, Valentine Lewis 

 18:00-19:30 
Romantic Poetry Workshop  
Unleash your creative genius 
with Scottish poet James Fraser 

   
21st FEBRUARY                                                               FOR THE ELDERLY 

 08:30-09:30 Ancient Greek and Roman Libraries  
A presentation by renowned historian Athena Grey 

 10:00-11:00 Bookish Quiz  
with talk show host Bruno Jenkins 

 
11:30-13:00 

Library Bingo 
with our mayor Lucy Pevensie 
A light lunch will be provided. 

 
 

To reserve a place, please call the local council secretary on 2727 6060. 
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Reading Task 2                                  (20 marks) 

Read the following article and answer all the questions in the Answers Booklet. 

 

 
 

Chinese New Year: All the information 
 
 

Performers and acrobats, flying dragons and dancing 
lions helped millions all over the world celebrate the 
start of the Chinese New Year. (paragraph 1) 
 

London held the largest celebrations outside of Asia. Liverpool's Chinese New 
Year celebrations took place in Europe's oldest Chinatown. Manchester's dragon 
parade included a 53m long dragon, together with a lion and ribbon dancers. Up 
to 30,000 people attended the events in Birmingham. (paragraph 2) 
 

Chinese New Year started on Tuesday, 1st February 2022. The reason the New 
Year falls at this time is that it marks the start of a new moon. This is different 
to the calendar we usually use, which always starts on 1st January. Because it 
depends on the moon, the date of the Chinese New Year changes each year, but 
it always falls some time between 21st January and 20th February. Next year, 
the New Year will begin on Sunday, 22nd January, so the celebrations will be 
slightly earlier than they are this year. (paragraph 3) 
 

Chinese New Year, also known as the Spring Festival, 
is the most important celebration in the Chinese 
calendar. In Chinese tradition, each year is named 
after one of twelve animals in the Chinese zodiac: Rat, 
Ox, Tiger, Rabbit, Dragon, Snake, Horse, Goat, 
Monkey, Rooster, Dog and Pig. Therefore, each animal will have a year dedicated 
to it once every twelve years. 2021 was the year of the Ox and 2022 is the year 
of the Tiger. The next time it will be the year of the Tiger again, will be 2034, 
twelve years after 2022. (paragraph 4) 

2 February 2022 

 

1 

2 

https://www.visitlondon.com/
https://www.timeanddate.com/moon/phases/
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In Chinese culture, rats were seen as a sign of 
wealth. The Rat is the first of all zodiac animals. 
According to one myth, the Emperor declared 
that the order would be determined by how the 
animals fared in a race. The cunning Rat tricked 
the kindly Ox into giving him a ride. Then, just as 

they arrived at the finish line, Rat jumped down and landed ahead of Ox, placing 
first. (paragraph 5)  

Before the festivities begin, Chinese people clean their homes really well. Then, 
on New Year's Day, it is traditionally forbidden to pick up a broom, in case all the 
good luck is swept out of the door! (paragraph 6)  

In China, schools and businesses close for the first 
few days of the New Year, so that everyone can 
spend time with their families. People enjoy eating 
delicious food. Noodle soup is especially popular 
because people believe it brings good luck. Adults 
give red envelopes to children with money inside. 
(paragraph 7)  

There will be parades and performances, with 
people dressed in traditional clothes. Fireworks 
are also set off, because it is thought that noise 
and lights will scare away any evil spirits. The 
festivities continue for a fortnight, closing with a 
special lantern festival, which signals the end of 
the New Year celebration period. This is a celebration which is not to be missed! 
(paragraph 8) 

 

 

 

Adapted from https://www.bbc.com/news/chinese-new-year-what-you-need-to-know  
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https://www.chinahighlights.com/travelguide/festivals/red-envelop.htm
https://www.bbc.com/news/chinese-new-year-what-you-need-to-know

