
  

 

List of 8 Biggest Pros and Cons of Zoos  

      Jul 24, 2015 by Brandon Miller  

Zoos are among the greatest places to take your family for a fun adventure. However, like 

any other thing, zoos also have good and bad sides to them. Let us take a look at their biggest 

pros and cons.  

List of the Biggest Pros of Zoos   

1. Zoos provide benefits to animals that they normally 

would not receive in the wild. Apart from proper nutrition 

and medical care for injuries, zoos provide safety and 

security. Animals are supervised by zookeepers and staff 

members who help them in an emergency.  

   

2. Education and research opportunities are available.  Zoos allow children and adults to 

observe wild animals up close, something that is normally not possible for many people. 

These places also allow researchers and scientists to perform studies to help us understand 

the way animals behave. This could be helpful in saving more of them.   

   

3. Zoos help with animal survival. Out in the wild, some animals would have few chances 

to survive, especially those on the endangered list. These animals are hunted by poachers for 

their skins, bones and other products. Also, some of them find it hard to survive in the wild 

due to pollution, habitat loss, competition for food, over-hunting and illnesses.   

   

4. These places use helpful protection programmes which follow very strict rules. Zoos 

help look after animals that have dropped in number. This prevents the extinction of some 

animals. Also, governments and organisations set strict rules on zoos. They often check on 

the animals in zoos and monitor how zoos acquire new animals.   

   

List of the Biggest Cons of Zoos   

1. Zoos can have a negative effect on animals. Animals are forced to live in small, limited 

spaces. Animals in their natural habitats can freely roam but in zoos they are confined to 

small spaces. This is even worse for animals that migrate. For example, elephants normally 

travel long distances in groups. Aside from elephants, other animals, such as lions, do not get 

the chance to hunt. This can make them aggressive and dangerous for zoo workers.   
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2. Natural  animal  behaviours 

are changed. When animals are brought to 

the zoos they can develop stress and 

behavioural problems. It can take them a 

long time to get used to the small, confined 

area. For animals that are born in zoos, it is 

like a double-edged sword. These animals 

can have problems surviving in the wild 

because they have never hunted for food 

before.   

   

3. Zoos are for human amusement. This is one of the main reasons why anti-zoo 

campaigns exist.   

   

4. Zoos are costly to run. They can close down because of lack of money. When this 

happens, animals are divided and send to other zoos or animal rescues or sold off to cover 

the zoo debts.     

   

Conclusion     

On your end, is it fair for the animals to be caged? By weighing the pros and cons, you will be 

able to come up with a well-informed decision.   

  

 

  

   

Adapted from https://greengarageblog.org/list-of-11-biggest-pros-and-cons-of-zoos   
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