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Read how the elephant centre cares 
for the baby elephants.

What happens to baby animals 
if their parents cannot look 
after them? Some orphaned 
elephants get looked after in an 
elephant rescue centre.

A baby elephant is called a 
calf. When a calf is born, it’s 
nearly one metre tall! Elephant 
calves drink ten litres of milk a 
day for the fi rst year of their lives. 

The calves like their keepers at 
the elephant centre very much. It 
is important that different keepers 
look after the elephants because 
when a special keeper leaves 
the rescue centre, the elephants 
sometimes get sad and sick.

Read how the elephant centre cares 

These baby elephants are 
drinking some milk.
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What

happens when

no one looks after animal

orphans? Do you think it is

important to help animal 

orphans?

What What What 

Elephants are very clever. The keepers must keep them busy so they 
don’t get bored. They take the baby elephants on long walks every 
day and also let them play with toys, like soccer balls!

When calves are two years old, the keepers move them to a national 
park where older orphan elephants live safely in the wild. The calves 
learn to use their trunks to get and eat plants.

Elephants are very special animals. They never forget! Sometimes, 
when they are older, they come back to the rescue centre for help 
if they’re hungry or hurt. Some elephants have even come to show 
keepers when they have a calf of their own! How do you think the 
keepers feel when this happens?

The calves only spend time with the wild orphans during 
the day. At night they get looked after by keepers.
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